
Date: Farm: Barn:

Observer: Age of Birds (wks): Total Birds in Flock:

Housing: Conventional Enriched Colony Single-Tier System Aviary System
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Intact feather 
cover, little to 
no wear, single 
feathers may 
be missing, no 
bald patches.

Damaged 
feathers (worn/
deformed) or 
visible bald 
patches that 
are smaller than 
or equal to a 
quarter.

At least one 
visible bald 
patch that is 
larger than a 
quarter.

*To minimize stress, refrain 
from physically handling the 
birds. Only score birds that can 
be assessed in all three body 
regions (neck, back and rump).

Neck

Back

Rump

FEATHER SCORING CARD FOR CAREGIVERS
Adapted from research by Dr. Alexandra Harlander and team at the University of Guelph, doi: 10.3390/ani9070436.
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